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ABSTRACT 

Community colleges have been pioneers in the use of analog 
and digital telecommunications technologies, including the Internet, to 
deliver education and training to students on campus , in the community, and 
at greater distances. Members of the American Association of Community 
Colleges (AACC) believe that the strength of the nation’s economy, as well as 
the ability of the U.S. to remain competitive in the global marketplace, 
hinges on a well educated and continually trained workforce. A crucial aspect 
of higher education’s response to this challenge is the availability of 
digital technologies and delivery systems. AACC makes the recommendations in 
this paper in response to the Copyright Office’s December, 1998 request for 
information in connection with the Registrar of Copyright’s development of 
recommendations to Congress under Section 403 of the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act on how to promote digital education through digital 
technologies. AACC urges the Registrar to recognize that the 

telecommunications technologies and types of works currently sanctioned for 
delivery by Section 110(2) of the Copyright Act in 1976 are far too limited 
to promote distance education. This paper makes recommendations for 
amendments to Section 110(2) in order to permit the performance, display, 
copying, and distribution of any type of copyrighted work to students at a 
distant location. (NB) 
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COMMENTS 
of the 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Before the 

U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE 
in 



PROMOTION OF DISTANCE EDUCATION THROUGH DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

Docket Number 98-12A 



The American Association of Community Colleges ("AACC") is the major national 
organization representing over 1,000 of the nation's two-year, regionally accredited, associate- 
degree granting institutions of higher education. Community colleges enroll over 9 million credit 
students each year throughout the country. AACC welcomes the opportunity to submit these 
comments in response to the Copyright Office's December 23, 1998 request for information in 
connection with the Registrar of Copyrights' development of recommendations to Congress under 
Section 403 of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act on how to promote distance education 
through digital technologies. 



Introduction 



Community colleges have been pioneers in the use of analog and digital 
telecommunications technologies, including the Internet, to deliver education and training to 
students on-campus, across town, and across the country. AACC's members believe that the 
strength and vitality of the Nation's economy and its ability to compete in the global marketplace 
in the 21st Century hinges on an ever better educated and continually trained workforce 1 . 
Colleges and universities are, in part, responding to this challenge and to the rapidly changing 
educational and training needs and learning styles of U.S. residents, through digital technologies 
and delivery systems. This proceeding, therefore, is of vital importance. In the end, it is essential 
that the Registrar's recommendations to Congress strike the proper balance between the equally 



“ Congress has recognized this fact in a number of recent actions. The Learning Anytime Anywhere Partnerships 
Program and the Distance Education Demonstration Program, together with amendments to the student aid 
programs authorized by the Higher Education Amendments of 1998 and the earlier passage of the Hope 
Scholarships and Lifelong Learning tax credits reflect unambiguous Congressional support for distance education 
and its role in keeping America competitive in the world. 
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